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The past. 


The past. 


The future. 


Every year a plan of work is written by home-furnishings snecialists 


having specific 


objectives including goals for the year. At the end of the 


year the achievements are summarized in a narrative and statistical report. 


There are in the Central States 2,541,841 farm families served by 
375 home demonstration workers*. The 1926 statistical reports show that in 
the Central States: | . 


4,468 
11,409 


8 , 338 


8,909 
28,014 
32,683 
25,820 
16 ,409 
19,724 


21,868 


$189 ,097 


communities were reached in home-furnishings work. 
local leaders assisted with the projects. 


days were devoted to the project by extension staff 
members, 


home visits were made. 

families improved the selection of home furnishings. 
families repaired or remodeled furniture. 

families imoroved wails or floors. 

families imoroved windows. 

families improved furniture arrangement. 


families applied principles of color and design in 
improving aopearance of rooms. 


was the estimated savings due to the home furnish- 
ing program. 


*Statistics assembled by the Extension Studies and Teaching Section for the 
Home-Furnishings Regional Conference, Ames, Iowa, March 25-27, 1937, Nar- 
rative by Mary Rokahr. Prepared at the request of Grace HE. Frysinger. 


The future. 
Factors that may influence the future home-furnishings program: 


1) Farm income in 1936 for the United States increased 12 percent 
over 1935, 


2) Central States had 37 percent of all farms in the United States 
and 43 percent of the gross income in 1935. 


3) The average value of the farmer's dwelling in the Central States 
is $1,592. It varies from $2,212 in Iowa to $664 in Kentucky. 


4) In 1935, 55 percent of the farm families in the Central States 
had net incomes of less than $1,000, and 31 percent had incomes. 
of less than $500. 


5) Household-account studies in 19235 show that farm families spend 
from $7, in Alabama, to $26, in California, per capita for 
house furnishings. Account studies from Central States average 
from $5 to $20 per capita for house furnishings. 


6) Through the Rural Electrification Administration program.on 
November 15, 1926, 15,315 miles of electric line were under con- 
struction, reaching 58,606 customers. Of-this number, 10,508 
miles of line are under construction in the Central States, 
reaching 31,260 customers. 


7) From the drought areas of the Central States thousands of farm 
families migrated further west in 1936, 


8) In 1935, 48 percent of all the farmer bankruptcies occurred in 
the Midwestern States. From 1925-35 bankruptcies decreased 
44 percent. 


9) Most homes are equipped when their occupants are between the 
ages of 25 and 35. 
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Table 1.--Home-furnishings statistics 


Central Home cemon- 


Days devoted to-project 


States Ss. 

PUL. Ske ee es | : 5 ue | 
Tate ee ea | 200, 835 
a Ser eas See ; 221,986 31 yo U7 
Reisaee Ss. os S| | 174,589 21 he 2 
Kentucky ---+++-+. | | | 2 Sees 31 36 Lig 
Michigan «......-: | 196,517 14 20 17 
Minnesota ........ | ght ail 366 203, 302 15 ou 25 | 
Meade: foi. tse | 0187 | 143 | 369 | Sie 6 Ee aed 27 | 
Vr - 343 line 133,616 g 1 23 
North Dakota .-... | yy 96 | Ey | $4, 606 9 14 10 
a. [ee | ou 609 | 975 / 255,146 =o aire 31 
South Lakota ----- | 230 ef | 28h | 53,303 1é 23 
Wisconsin -.--..- -- 109 =4 ic Say : 


199,877 


Total: 


Central States 2,629 |. 6,859 354 374 373 
Eastern States 816k 715, 465 28S 312 346 22 
Southern States 4 410 2,983,996 930 | 1,14 h14273 | 873 
Western States 1,505 579,959 162 i174 191 116 
_. Serra tories E 1 
Total, U. S. | 6, 812,261 1,282.81 1,73 | 2,000: «8 2; 462 1,603 


By 5-year periods statistics show that there has been a consistent growth in number of days devoted to 
the project and in number of workers. The variations in State figures are explained vy certain local situations. 
Figures for other regions are given. to complete the picture for the United States. 


Does the present situation warrant our expecting and planning for more time to be devoted to this project 
next year and a proportionate growth by 1ShO? What will be your State goal by 1940? 


a Mae 


Table 2,.-+Home-furnishines statistics 


Central | 


| Communities particivating 
States 


Local leaders assisting 


BELOIT ys ss. ah 
UM TENA 6 ds. ee 


REN GUC (asic seh 
Ue tole les be anne ae 
Minnesota...... 
MISG0UTA.....% : 


South Dakota... 
Wisconsin..... 


Total: 
Central States | 1,468 
Eastern States 696 
Southern States} 3,119 6,992 
Western States 405 Le ole 


14,912 


wO wean. ore 8 


,318_ _|19,143 [26,668 ; 


Local leaders have functioned consistently over the 10-year period in the 
home-furnishings program. Can we accent the idea that because local leaders in- 
creased in number, their work was satisfactory to themselves and those helped? 
Should we set a goal for 1940 for more local leaders, or should we concentrate 
on helping the present leaders to do the job better? 


There were almost three leaders in home furnishings for every community 
carrying the project. Is that a correct relationship? Note the changes in 
number of communities reached by each State, Is the home—furnishings project 
reaching the maximum number of communities for the present personnel in your 
State? Should your State goal for number of communities reached in 1940 be 
lowered or raised. How should this decision be made? 
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Table 3.--Home-furnishings statistics 
ae ieee ate aad ee. 


Central e ; fumber of families improving the 

States isos eeraaa Nora Bee La pepe of home furnishings __ 
1925 _1930 1935 Dee) epee. 1930* 1935 1940 _ 

PIFBNGTS oe «0° Loo 250 971 652 led 

FS sia es: ae 24 509 SD 3,023 2,440 

hh) eee Se Pe OA 15,408 Poy Aa AEE 8 4,763 

BapSes ssw » 116 794 120 543 Ha] 3) 

Renvucky...4%.. 

Meenas Siem s «6 

iMinnesota..... 

Missourdisis... doth y EN 

Nebraskav... .. 

North Dakota 

COWEy clus wins 6 

south Dakota.. 

Wisconsin i 

Total: 


Central Stated 2,201 | 8,909 28,014 
Eastern State 2,747 | 7,402 15,656 | 
Southern States | 23,583 ; 30,282 69,968 | 


Western States 3,595, | &,1%5 7,781| 6,700 
Totet Ut Ss. 32,126 | 49,769 99,911] 120,338 
beeen 


* Number of women instead of families. 


Home visits as a means of furthering result demonstrations in home furnish- 
ings are a good teaching device. It is gratifying to note that between 1930-35 
there was a 55 percent increase. Would it be inconsistent with our present knowl- 
edge of good teaching procedure in home-furnishings work to expect a similar in- 
crease by 1940? 


There has been a drop in the number of families improving the selection of 
home furnishings. The depression and the change in emphasis in the Iowa program 
seem to be responsible for the change. 


If farm incomes increase, and if farm families continue their interest in 
nome improvement what results can we expect in this project through extension 
work in 1940? 
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se 
Number of families following recom Number of families improving 
mendations in improving methods ofj| treatment of walls, woodwork, 


Central repairing, remodeling, or refinish+ and floors 
eee be ing furni tore ) 
Se 1225". | S30" 

RUC. cu + «s 746 549 

EYP eaTiGian irs «2 28 2,046 

LOWER Mies os oS 1,265 1,243 

Range sue, 5%... 5 : 

PONTO. ins a 

MECH S40 en i os 

WiNnNesota’ ...~+ 

Mas SOE tit cue + eo} 

Nebraska...... 

North Dakota.. 

2303) (hers | 


Soutn Dazota + 


“otal: 


Central Statés 6,694 13, 623 be, 683 


18,783 
Wastern States 4,669 8,350 | 18 , 440 Ai 6 6,740 
Southem Stateg 16,846 Ol oe 69,992 18,382 24,723 
Western States 1,363 alg 7 tes aa 6,258 Ae sta be 7,892 
$ 
Teieead i.) Ss oo B72 62,221 | 127,373 | | 52,6936 So os 
Li cakd vipa ae teey Gore h Pinte evant | ae 


* Wumber of women instead of families. 


Forty-one percent of the houses in the Central States were built between 
eo and 49 years ago. Twenty-three percent of the houses were built between 1C 
and 24 years ago. Will the extension staff need to continue to give help on im 
proving walls, floors, and woodwork? 


The increase in families remodeling, repairing, and refinishing furniture 
has more than doubled from 1930-35. What are the situations that would justify 
a continued expansion of this program? Fepairing of furniture, most authorities 
concede, requires a technical experience or training. Should farm families be 
taught to do their own furniture repair work? Are we using the best methods to 
help them? 
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.--House furnishings, 


as reported by all county extension workers for 


endations in 
mproving’’ '’ 
reatment of 


Central 
States 


amilies following recom-_ 


Improving 


1935 


Families apolying prin- 
ciples of color and de- 
sign in improving annear 
arrangements) ance of rooms 
og Fooms. 


Total estimated 
savings due to house 
furnishing program 


———-— 


Illinois 1,516 1,565 $ 7,869 
Indiana L., oaed 1,236 LO7s 
Towa 2,564 OY 20a 
Kansas 2-558 ae ae BS) 
Kentucky 1,908 13,987 
Michigan Bs hot 25, 709 
Minnesota 887 59,014 
Missouri 1,608 11,584 
Nebraska 508 1,000 
North Dak, 296 810 
Ohio a Ole 19,166 
South Dak. 415 Ts es 
Wisconsin 1,346 Opn 
Total: | 
Central 16,409 19,724 | 21 B68 189} 097 
astern 7,832 Ee OOT | 14,6C7 128 ,533 
Southern 62,893 70,630 | be, 602 580 , 394 
Western 4,881 | 4,491. 5, 349 Do, ie 
| 
{ 
i eeer Segal 
wate | 105,352 94,476 941, 295 
} 


Other statistics oy which we may judge nrogress in house-furnishing work 
are those above, on window treatment, color application, arrangement, and savings. 


[9 be satisfied with statistical results we mst evaluate them on the basis 
rey fn 


(a) Number of people to be reached. 

(bo) Personnel available. 

(c) Whether the choice of project vhases were based on needs. 

(ad) Whether measures set un are adequate vresentation of achievements. 


Are the statistical questions now used in the house-furnishing project 
satisfactory or should they be changed to obtain better bases for measurement 
tf results in developing detter family living by this project? 
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Table 6.--Home furnishing 4-H club work, 1985 


Central 
States 


Club members Club members Units completed 


enrolled commleting rub cee 
Roo Arti Ss 


Ge Za aie» aoe 250 825 2, LOG- 
Ve GE St ae oa 416 5 323 mE Oog 
PMU DIREC aw ard 41 570 
Pee shha. ss 143 LOS 292 
MiGhiPan 3... .. ole 332 1,602 
MLSGOUaay 5.6. 575 P15 1,148 
Mimhedota.«....... 704 561 2, 843 
0 te oe a a 2,614 3,854 9,744 
Be SOONG sk ss «5 147 ; 142 961 
North Dakota ... 5844 298 CMM: = GOS 
South Dakota .. 628 - 3,449 
PCUPUARIA .6 hk x as . i 9-48 843 4,383 
RAUL SY iat, 0.4, eas | CROs 469 “11 7D6 
Total: | 
Central States 11,141 Baie. 7,948 be , 859 
Wastern States 6 , 460 atin igs 2,395 18,741 
Southern State 78,599 44,733 28 , 333 153,070 
Western States 1, beeO Oot 908 | 900 
Lene: Se 0 te 97 , 640 59,612 | 39,584 209 , 570 
oS EE EE ee eee 


The statistical story of home-furnishings extension work would not be 
complete without a study of the statistics on --H club work. What are the 
needs of 4-H club girls in relation to the general home-furnishing program 
Are these needs being satisfied? What are the limiting factors? How can these 
be overcome in relation to the general organization of the work? Organization 
of the subject matter? 
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